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Overall Situation 
 

 
Source: www.reliefweb.org 
 
 
Assessment teams have reported major damages in all of the affected areas, particularly 
in the low lying delta region. The official death toll now stands at 34,273 with 27,836 
missing. Unofficial estimates are considerably higher. The UN estimates that between 1.6 
and 2.5 million people are severely affected. After its assessment in Labutta, Malteser 
International fears that the death toll may rise up to 100,000. 
 



Food, shelter, medical supplies and water are all critical needs. The assessment teams 
report that people have been migrating outwards from to the most affected area in search 
for basic necessities. Early estimates suggest that temporary settlements may now be 
sheltering over 550.000 people in the Irrawaddy and the Yangon Divisions.  
 
Malteser International staff members report that the cooperation with the Government is 
changing on a daily basis. One day it seems that the Government is now open to UN 
organizations to distribute goods that arrive for their programmes - all UN planes and 
relief items could be cleared by the UN - the other day, the authorities are restricting 
everything and everyone (e.g. a WFP truck has been send back when heading to the 
Delta).  
 
Malteser International activities 
 
To assist the survivors, Malteser International sent three so called “Emergency Health 
Kits” to Myanmar. The relief supplies were on the plane of the German Federal Agency 
for Technical Relief (Technisches Hilfswerk - THW) that landed in Yangon last night. 
This is a real asset, because many other cargos could not yet be delivered or still wait to 
get cleared at the airport. Together with THW and with the support of the World Food 
Programme (WFP) Malteser International thus succeeded to implement its disaster relief 
measures as fast and as reliably as possible. Already tomorrow, Malteser International 
staff members on the ground can bring the medicines and relief supplies which can help 
30,000 people for three months, to Labutta in the Irrawaddy Delta. There, they will make 
up the supply for the emergency health station as well as the two mobile medical teams of 
Malteser International in Labutta. Staff members will also distribute further relief 
supplies in the three districts of Yangon where the organisation has been providing 
assistance since right after the Cyclone and had been working before the disaster already. 
 
The example of the successful cargo plane with relief supplies shows that the financial 
donations Malteser International receives really reach the survivors in form of concrete 
help. The well trained local emergency experts of Malteser International have free access 
to the disaster regions. They treat patients, take care of the provision of drinking water, 
the construction of latrines and help building emergency shelters.  
 
Already yesterday, Malteser International sent a second cargo with medicines, dressing 
material, plastic covers, cookware, feeding bottles, milk powder as well as water pumps, 
pipes and tools for the supply of safe drinking water – together with further staff (a 
doctor, a nurse and a water engineer and logistic as well as administrative specialists) to 
Labutta.   
 



What we have done up to now: 
 

·  Yangon (Dawbon township, Htantabin Township and Thongwa Township) 
o First aid and medical treatment for the  injured and sick 
o Supply of safe drinking water for 40,000 people, 850 plastic sheets for 

emergency shelter, 750 “family kits” (containing cookware, hygiene 
articles and water cans) 

·  Labutta (Irrawaddy Delta) 
o Opening of an emergency health facility 
o Provision of the health facility with medicines, dressing material, plastic 

covers, cookware, feeding bottles, milk powder as well as water pumps, 
pipes and tools for the supply of safe drinking water 

o Two mobile medical teams 
o Temporary and basic rain water collection tanks which will be treated with 

water guard to make it safe 
o Building of latrines 
o Installation of a chlorinate water system in a camp for internally displaced 

persons (8,000 refugees in a monastery) 
 
 
Appeal for donations 
 
The disaster relief of Malteser International is being supported by the Federal Foreign 
Office of Germany and by Caritas Germany, Switzerland, Luxembourg and Belgium. But 
to be able to continue and to extend its relief measures, Malteser International is urgently 
depending on further donations.  

Malteser International needs the support of all associations to help the survivors of 
this disaster. The estimated more than 1.5 million homeless people, the injured and the 
hungry will need our support not only in the current disaster situation but also for the 
rehabilitation period which will certainly last several years.  

Malteser International would therefore highly appreciate your financial contribution to 
the benefit of the survivors of the cyclone in Myanmar. Our team on the ground is the 
guaranty that your donations really reach the survivors. Your contribution allows 
giving a reliable assistance based on the victims’ needs. We are very thankful, that the 
US Western Association has pledged 25,000 USD and that the British Association of the 
Order of Malta has instantly provided 10,000 Euros and increased their donations by 
further 50,000 British Pounds. The German Association, via Malteser Hilfsdienst, and the 
French Association, via Ordre de Malte France, have started substantial fundraising 
campaigns. But as our team in Myanmar states, every Euro more is valuable. 

In order to plan our assistance thoroughly, we shall be most thankful if you would 
announce your possible contribution by mail, phone or fax. We are always available for 
your questions and inquiries. In order to avoid “fundraising confusion” and high bank 
fees, we suggest that all associations should first use their own internal system for 



collecting donations and just afterwards transfer donations to the following Malteser 
International bank account: 

Bank für Sozialwirtschaft 
Sort Code 370 205 00 
Account N° 120 120 120 
IBAN:  DE 49 3702 0500 0001 0258 01 
BIC   BFSWDE33XXX 
Reference:      Cyclone Nargis 
 
Thank you very much in advance for all fundraising activities and donation appeals you 
may be able to launch. 
 
Please find all detailed information – press releases, relief activity reports and photo 
gallery – for your further information and distribution on our website: 
 
http://www.malteser.de/61.Malteser_International/en/61.02.News_Press/61.02.01.Press_
Releases/presse2000.asp 
 
http://www.malteser.de/61.Malteser_International/en/61.02.News_Press/61.02.06.Report
s/reports.htm 
 
http://php.malteser.de/cpg133/thumbnails.php?album=198 
 
 
We shall keep you informed about all further developments. 
 
Ingo Radtke 
Secretary General 


